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Dear Friends, 
 
Carrier of God’s Tender and Merciful Love was the official theme 
for the Cannonisation of Mother Teresa. She found her greatest 
fulfillment in her total gift of herself to God and neighbor an 
example of being the light of the world and the salt of the earth. 
We pray that we too like Mother Teresa in the footsteps of Jesus 
Christ be a sign that God still loves the world today. 
 
With all good wishes and prayers, 
Adelaide, Connie, Lily, Cecilia and Satira 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE WORLD CONFERENCE OF 
 SECULAR INSTITUTES (CMIS) 

 
ROME: 102 Responsible Generals out of the 193 Approved Secular Institutes in the 
world attended the General Assembly of the World Conference of the Secular Institutes 
in Salesianum, Rome from 21st to 25th of August, 2016. Some Institutes sent their 
delegates.  
From Asia, we are happy to note that the following secular institute members were 
present: Adelaide Vaz (Madonna della Strada, Lily Fernandes (Maids of the Poor) and 
Rosamma (Ancillae)  from India and Lou Soulijan (Daughters of St. Anne) from the 
Phillippines.  
The words of Pope Francis, “You are at the heart of the world with the heart of God” 
on the screen welcomed every one with joy and gratitude.  Straw votes were collected to 
draw up the list of 25 candidates to the future Executive Council and the first ballot for 
the election of members. Various groups discussed on the current project regarding the 
identity of our vocation. The first day concluded with the Eucharistic celebration presided 
over by His Eminence Cardinal Joao Braz de Aviz, Prefect of the Congregation for 
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life.   
On the second day focus was on the formation various individual testimonials on 
experience on formation were shared. Among these were the Formation of formators, 
Formation of the persons prior to definitive incorporation, Formation of priests in a 
Secular Institute, Formation in Asia (by Adelaide), Formation to secularity, Formation in 
an Institute present in all continents, Formation of members in Africa. There was also a 
discussion on drawing up an Identity Code for Secular Institutes at the request of the 
Congregation for Consecrated Life.  There was also list of recommendations drawn for 
the working of the next executive council. An amendment in the Statutes was made and 
unanimously passed by the General Assembly members on the number of the members in 
the Executive Council to be 9 from hence forth instead of 11.  
There was also a review of the CMIS website given and the delegates were asked to 
inform their institutes of the website.  



On the third day all the participants had a papal audience in St. Peters Square. Pope 
Francis met the presidency of the CMIS and others and asked for our prayers. In the 
evening the final ballot for the election of the Executive Council for the next 4 years took 
place and the following members were unanimously elected: 

1. Francoise Beroudiat (Caritas Christi Institute, from France) 
2. Fr. Marcel Caron (Pius X Institute, from Canada) 
3. Teresa D’Oria (Volontarie della Carita Institute, from Italy) 
4. Lily Fernandes (Maids of the Poor Institute, from India) 
5. Elba Catalina Fleita (Apostole del Sacro Cuore Institute, from Brasil) 
6. M. De Fatima Henriquez Perez (Catequistas de la Virgen del Pino Institute, from 

Spain) 
7. Margarita Palazzi (Regnum Mariae Institute from Italy) 
8. Jolanta Spilarewicz (Niepokalanej Matki Kosciola Institute, from Poland) 
9. Antonio vendramin (Christo Re Institute, from Italy)  

 
The Executive Council met on the same evening and elected the 3 members for 
presidency to function regularly in the office of CMIS. They are: Jolanta Spilarewicz as 
President and Elba Catalina Fleita and Margarita Palazzi to assist her. The General 
Assembly concluded in 25th August with a solemn thanks giving Holy Eucharist. 
                                                                                                           Lily Fernandes 
                                                                                                    (Maids of the Poor, India)     
                                                                                                    with inputs from Adelaide    
 



Indian Conference of Secular Institutes  

Lucknow, India: 21st Biennial meeting of the Indian Conference of Secular Institutes 
(ICSI) was held on October 10-12th, 2016 at Ruby Cottage, Narhi, Lucknow.  

Forty five members from twelve secular institutes participated in the meeting. The theme 
of the meeting was “New evangelization and Formation”. At the inaugural Eucharistic 
celebration Most Rev. Dr. Gerald Mathias, Bishop of Lucknow, comparing the secular 
Institutes to a mustard seed said, though small, yet they are powerful. Members 
consecrate themselves to the Lord by living the Evangelical Counsels of poverty, chastity 
and obedience in a form adapted to their way of life which is fully involved in the world, 
without living together but with a real sense of community. They live in all parts of 
society and may do any kind of work.  Nothing distinguishes them from other committed 
Christians, except their consecration, he said.  

Addressing the gathering Ms. Alice Lukose, President of ICSI said, “It is a great joy for 
us to be together. Though we take different paths, we have the same destination. It is a 
time to share how each Institute is living the Mission entrusted to them. We are witnesses 
of a God who walks our roadways. In the words of St. Paul “we are letters of Christ, 
written not with ink, but with the spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on 
tablets of flesh in the heart.” 

Some eminent persons spoke on the occasion on various relevant topics were: Ms. 
Smitha, from Secular Institute of Ancillae, Bangalore, Mary Paul from the Institute of the 
Maids of the Poor (IMP), Ethiopia, Mr. Robin F D’Souza,  Christ the King, Goa, Ms. 
Adelaide, S.I. M.D.S., Goa and Fr. Subhash Anand, Udaipur. Their talks were very 
inspiring, radical and thought provoking.  

Panel sharing on the experiences of initial and ongoing formation was very beneficial. 
Sharing the experiences and insights on World Conference of Secular institutes (CMIS) 
and Asian Conference on Secular institutes (ACSI) by Ms. Adelaide were truly enriching. 
The newly elected Executive Council Member of the World Conference of Secular 
Institutes (CMIS), Ms. Lilly Fernandes urged individual Institutes to build a cordial 
relationship and trust with the ecclesiastical Authorities both on national and international 
level. 

At the concluding Eucharist Most Rev. Dr. Ignatius D’Souza of Bareilly Diocese 
described the true character of love, “agape” is the love of choice and commitment- 
choosing to love another person. God’s self sacrificing love for man is displayed in the 
sending of his Son, Jesus Christ. God’s love is forgiving love and we are called to imitate 
this love and God measures our entire life by it. To be like God, we must learn to love 
like God, he concluded.  



Besides, these, the cultural night with creative programs by each Institute gave a break 
from the hectic schedule. It gave enjoyment and socialization too.  

The Lucknow Darshan on the previous day of the meeting gave the participants enough 
enjoyment and knowledge about the city of Nawabs as Lucknow is sometimes known as.   

At the end of the meeting the following persons were elected to the new Executive 
Council of the ICSI. Mr. Robin F. D’Souza, Secular Institute of Christ the King, Goa, as 
the President, Ms. Ayres, Secular Institute of Caritas Christi, Goa,  as Secretary cum 
Treasurer and Ms. Smita, Ancillae Secular Institute, Bangalore as the Councilor. The 22nd 
national meeting will be held in Goa in 2018. 

 



  
Sent by: Lilly Fernandes, Institute of the Maids of the Poor, Lucknow  
 
 
Message from Mary Almonte  Notre Dame de Vie-Philippines 
 
Notre Dame de Vie-Philippines has organized a pilgrimage on November 10-21 to 
France whose highlight event is the participation in the beatification of Fr. Maire-Eugene 
on November 19 at Avignon. I am the coordinator of this pilgrimage. We will go to Paris, 
Lourdes, Lisieux, Aveyron-, the region of our Founder, then Avignon-Venasque. !07 from 
the Philippines and 11 Filipinos working in the USA will join the pilgrimage. then I will 
remain in NDV- France for my sabbatical year 
 


