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Letter from the President 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Warm greetings of peace to you. May our Lord 

grant us the grace in this Advent season to prepare our 
hearts for his coming in and “pitching his tent” in our 
life.  

This is the first time a newsletter is being 
circulated among the members in the Asian Secular 
Institutes. This is because of the sudden demise of the 
elected Secretary at the 12th General Assembly of Asian 
Secular Institutes, Ms. Kim Quyen of Vietnam. That 

was a shocking news for all of us at the ACSI Executive 
Board. We are fortunate enough to have Mary Almonte, 
Notre Dame de Vie Institute, Philippines, who has 
willingly taken up the secretary‟s work.  She went last 
July  to Ho Chi Minh City to collect some ACSI  files 
and did the needful.  
  Since last year, we had the Biennial Conference 
of Indian Secular Institutes in Goa, India and the 4th 
National  Meeting of Secular Institutes in the  
Philippines   News of these meetings are given in this 
newsletter.  

The Executive Board of Asian Secular Institutes 
had the privilege to be with the Secular Institutes in  
Indonesia who had their 4th  Annual Meeting in 
Mutilan, a city close to Yogyakarta, in October this year. 
The spirit of the members of five Institutes present has 
enriched us to be faithful to our vocation. Efforts are on 
to look for other Institutes in the country.  Immediately 
after the Meeting the Executive Board met for two days 
for their first Executive Board meeting.  

In the last General Assembly in Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam, we had a rare privilege to  hear  
Cardinal Joao Braz de Aviz, the Prefect of the  
Congregation for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and 
Societies of Apostolic Life.  He exhorted us to be 
faithful to our vocation as we live our Consecration in 
the midst of the world with a secular life style. 
However hard and difficult it may look our Mother 
Church expects us to be faithful to our calling. 

Our vocation is to be lived in Asian context. 
Unlike Europe and America we Asians face a lot of 

insecurities such living our lives after retirement, 
unemployment in the state, etc., in our respective 
countries. Many Asian countries do not provide the 
needed infra structures to care for their senior citizens. 
Many members in our respective Institutes are retired 
from their regular jobs. Some members working in the 
Church run institutions are given only remuneration 
and no pension is allotted after service. Even if the 

salaries are paid, they are not according to government 
norms. That is why many Institutes born in Asia have 
infrastructures to look after their members in their old 
age and in their terminal illnesses.  

This does not mean we should give up living a 
secular consecrated life. Not at all. We must stand in 
solidarity with other lay people who are also 
undergoing similar hardships. Even though we have 
the right understanding of a Christ centered Church, 
the laity in many Asian Countries still remains at the 
lowest circle of hierarchy. We need not be least worried 
of that provided we carry ourselves with dignity as 
consecrated people as well as dedicated laity in the 
Church. Other lay people are to find a marked 
difference in the manner we live our Christian life with 
full authenticity and holiness, shunning all modern day 
temptations hedonistic culture of our time offers. Let us 
be constantly reminded and feel secure in our Lord‟s 
promise, “ Father, I do not pray that they may be taken away 
from the world, but that they may be saved from the evil one. 
For they are not of this world as I am not of this world”. 
(Jn.17:15-16). 

As we prepare our way to receive Christ in 
Advent, I wish every member of Secular Institutes 
living in Asia a very happy Christmas and a bright 

New Year. May the Christ of Bethlehem live in our 
hearts and enable us to live our vocation joyfully for his  
greater glory.    
                                                                      Lilly Fernandes
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The 22nd Biennial Meeting of the Indian Conference of Secular Institutes (ICSI) was held at St. 

Joseph Vaz Spiritual Renewal Centre, Old Goa - Goa from 7th - 9th December 2018. “Relationship of Secular 
Institute members with People of other Faith” was the focal theme of discourse and discussion of the 
conference with 34 participants from across the country.   

 

During the inaugural address Mr. Robin D‟ Souza member of Christ the King Secular Institute, 
highlighted the relevance of this Topic in the present context. Rev. Fr. Amirtharaj o.p. one of the panelists 
exhorted the Catholic Church to express itself in various cultures pointing the challenges of inculturation 
that the modern Church ought to face in today‟s context. Rev. Dr. Subhash Anand, one of the main 
panelists spoke about consecrated secularity as interreligiosity.  

 

The other prominent speakers were: 
1. Ms. Priscilla Nelaman of Caritas Christi Secular Institute spoke on the topic “A methodology to relate 
with other religions.  
2. Advocate Maria Shanthi of Maids of the Poor Secular Institute, dealt on “Article 25 of the Indian 
Constitution”.  
3. Mr. Giorgio Mazzola of Christ the King Secular Institute spoke on “What is specific to Christian prayer 
and meditation”.   
4. Dr. Smitha Gabriel of Ancillae Secular Institute however brought into light how women are perceived in 
various major religions of our country. Two of the longest recorded conversations that Jesus had with 
women were not with those of His own religion but with a Samaritan and Syro-Phoenician who were 
considered as pagans in those times. She suggested emphasizing the need for an attitude of inclusion, 
empathy and inculturation among the Church leaders and laity alike.  

 

Earlier the Conference was inaugurated with a solemn Inaugural Mass presided over by the 
Archbishop of Goa and Daman, Most Rev. Filipe Neri Ferrao. He exhorted the members to build a 
relationship of peace and harmony with the people of other faiths.  He also wished the members success for 
the three day conference and implored his blessings for the 22nd Biennial Meeting.   

 

The three- day conference was concluded with a reflective sharing on „How do I relate with 
members of other faith in my environment‟.  The session  has  encouraged the participants to nurture and 
facilitate a culture of inter religious dialogue and safe guard the fundamental rights of Indian Constitution 
towards peace building and harmony.                     
                                           news sent by Lilly  Fernandez 
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SI-P  4th  General  Meeting  

Held in St. Joseph Retreat House, Bustillos Street, Manila  from 23 August to 26 2019,  the 4th Secular 

Institutes-Philippines (SI-P) National Assembly brought in 25 participants from 9 institutes: Associates of Notre Dame 

(AND), Secular Institutes of the Daughters St. Anne (SIDSA Fils de Notre Dame de Vie (FNDV), Madonna della 

Strada (MDS), Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ (SIM), Notre Dame de Vie (NDV), Volunteers of Don Bosco 

(VDB), Company of St. Dominic (CSD)and Pretres de Notre Dame de Vie (PNDV). The theme  of the general 

meeting- SI-P: Responding with the Youth to the Call to Holiness. 

 

August 23 Friday saw the arrival of participants and welcome dinner. Formal assembly opening took place on 

Saturday, August 24 with Davao Archbishop Emeritus Fernando R. Capalla as presider-homilist of the  Eucharistic 

Celebration. Before the mass, an extra liturgical rite with the logo of each SI being  posted on the board. This was the 

moment that two good news were announced- the recognition of the Associates  of Notre Dame as an Institute of 

Diocesan Right and the  celebration of the centennial foundation anniversary of the  Missionaries of the Kingship of 

Christ..   

The second  day was a listening-interactive time. Two speakers shared their experiential knowledge knowledge  

on how to understand the youth of today- the millennials and the zen gen.. A young lawyer, Atty. Jann Paolo Maniquis, 

an iRESPOND Program Coordinator in the Diocese of Novaliches- Commission on Youth the national president of 

Catholic Broadcasters of the Philippines,  Fr. Francis Lucas. Atty Jann topic was “SINO KAMI” (WHO ARE WE), Fr. 

Lucas,  “SINO NGA BA KAYO” (WHO REALLY ARE YOU?). Both talks presented with powerpoint presentation 

were followed by an open forum. We deeply realized that the youth of today our RESPECT, UNDERSTANDING, that 

they are  NOT DIFFICULT generation;  they are DIFFERENT generation. And all of us were reminded of Pope 

Francis’ message during the World Youth Day: “YOU ARE NOT  THE TOMORROW, YOU ARE NOT THE 

MEANTIME, YOU ARE THE NOW”. To  help us  in the reflection-prayer time, a presentation on the Millennials 

and the Zen Gen prepared by Ms. Myrna Bermudo, staff of the Archdiocese of Caceres Commission on 

Communication & professor at the Ateneo de Naga University, Naga City, was viewed.  
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After dinner, Mary Almonte presided the short meeting on some important SI-P matters. 

 CMIS letter on St. Paul VI as the patron saint of secular institutes. Regarding this matter the assembly 

unanimously decided that the life of St. Paul VI should be well studied so with the life and contribution of Pope 

Pius XII, then each institute can choose who among these two would be considered as patron saint of the secular 

institutes.  

 CMIS convocation and invitation for the 2020 Congress and General Assembly in Avila, Spain. Everybody was 

encouraged to participate particularly  the three- day congress 

 solidarity share. Each SI was encouraged to give generously, if possible, to share more than what was agreed 

upon during the 2nd national meeting in Davao.  

 SI-P relations with the Episcopal Commission on Mutual Relationss (ECMR) and the Association of Major 

Religious superiors of the Philippines (AMRSP). Atty. Angie Dy gave a glimpse on the several activities that the 

secular institutes accepted their invitation to show support and collaboration with them [eg, the attendance of 

Lou and Angie to the AMRSP General Assembly held in Iloilo]. 

  election of SI-P leaders. The group decided to extend for another two –year the term for the present  leaders.  
 

August 25 was another day to remember- a one-day workshop to formulate the SI-P Mission-Vision and Plan of 

Action-2019-2021.  Five groups were formed to work on it but after awhile the participants decided to do the task at 

hand as one group. With the full participation of each one, the objective of the day was successfully met.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The evening Eucharistic celebration was presided over by Rev. Fr. Cielo Almazan, OFM Father 

Provincial. The day was capped with an agape meal at the conference room where a video presentation of 

some highlights of SIM-Philippines rolled on. Then, everybody joined in songs and dances, as we all 

joyfully celebrated the SIM centennial anniversary.   

The last day of the assembly was focused on the presentation of the final mission-vision of SI-P and 

the Plan of Action with the committees responsible for each plan.    

The 4th SI-P general assembly was closed by a Eucharistic celebration presided over by Bishop 
Emeritus Benjamin Almoneda. Lunch was served and each one left the venue full gratitude  and with joyful 
spirit looking  forward to do God‟s work with renewed enthusiasm. 

 
                                            based on the summary of the event done by  Lou Soulijon, SI-P secretary 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SI-P MISSION STATEMENT 
 

WE, the SECULAR INSTITUTES of the PHILIPPINES, 
PROMOTE INTEGRAL GROWTH 0f EACH MEMBER 

CALLED to be  SALT, LIGHT, and LEAVEN in the WORLD 
through MUTUAL SHARING of RESOURCES. 

SI-P VISION STATEMENT 
 

a COMMUNITY YEARNING for HOLINESS and 
RESPONDING to the MISSIONARY NEEDS of the 

CHURCH 
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The 4th Annual meeting  

of Secular Institutes in Indonesia 
 
The Secular Institutes in Indonesia met on October 18-20, 2019 at the Pelican Patoral Center, Mutilan, Central 

Java, Indonesia for their 4th annual meeting. The theme chosen for the event was Tarekat Sekular dipanggil dan diutus 

untuk berbagi Kasih dan Berkat (Secular Institutes: Called to share Grace and Love).  

                      

In attendance were 28 members from 5 Secular Institutes in Indonesia- 6  Compagnia de Missionaires de Sacre 

Coeur (CM), 6  Penterjemah Putra Kristus (PRK), 5  Asossiaci Lembaga Missionaris Awam (Association of Lay 

Missionaries for the Poor and the Disabled) ALMA, Sorikat Rosa Mistica (SRM),1 Secular Institute of St. Angela 

Merici (ISSA) and  5 from  Asian Conference of Secular Institutes  (ACSI)-President: Lilly Fernandes,Council 

Members: Lucia Kim, Agustina Dwi Susanti, Anthony Fernandes,  Secretary: Mary Almonte. Two translators, Dhia and 

Martin were also there..  

 

 
 

Arrival/Welcome/Introduction 
 

Expressions of joy filled the registration hall during the arrival of participants from the 5 Secular Institutes in 

Indonesia, ACSI Executive Board members and secretary. Each one was attended to by the Welcome Committee led by 

Yuliana srm,  treasurer, to her/his room after receiving a seminar kit with the daily schedule. Everyone was went to the 

dining room for the afternoon snacks before the first session.  Lusiawati  prm, president, warmly welcomed everybody. 

It was followed by the call of each Secular Institute by Lucia Waningsih prm,  secretary.  The members came forward 

and introduced oneself.  
 

Guest speakers and topics  
 

1. Fr. Edy Purwando: The Newest EraFr. Edy, the Vicar General of the Diocese of Semarang, through a 

Powerpoint  presentation traced the growth & development of society from the Industrial Revolution to the use 

electronic information technology to the present digital age with automatic cyber technology.   

He left the participants questions for personal reflection. 

a. How is your identity as Secular Institute seen from the world context in the present digital age? 

b. What are the challenges posed to you by digital information technology?  
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2.  Fr. Dionisius Bismoko: Exploring the Wisdom of Gaudete et Exultate 

Fr. Dionisus, a professor in Yogyakarta Seminary, described Gaudete et Exultate as the apostolic 

exhortation of Pope Francis on the call to holiness in today’s world. He invited the participants and all members 

of secular institutes, “Let us join Pope Francis in living out our baptismal call to holiness in today’s modern 

world in a truly profound manner”. 

 

He allotted an hour for small group sharing on the 5 strong signs that mark holiness in today’s world in 

Chapter 5 of Gaudete et Exsultate. Each group was given one of the following signs to reflect on.  

a. perseverance, patience and 

meekness 

b. joy and sense of humor 

c. boldness & passion 

d. in community 

                                             e.   in constant prayer 

As guide questions for sharing, he gave the following: 

a. How is my experience according to the sign of holiness in Gaudete et Exsultate? 

b. What will I do to make the sign visible in my workplace? 
  

Special thanks to Fr. Dionisius, from ACSI Executive Board members and secretary, for preparing an 

English translation of his talk and photocopy of Chapter 4 of Gaudete et Exultate. 

3. Fr. Alexius Dwi Arvante: Incarnational Spirituality  

Fr. Alexius, the Episcopal Vicar for Consecrated Persons in the Diocese of Semarang, traced  the 

development of the Social Teachings of the Church from Pope Pius XII  to Pope John XXIII to Pope John 

Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis. He quoted and explained Some excerpts from Rerum 

Novarum, Gaudium Spes, Populorum Progressio, Deus es Caritas & Laudato Si.  
 

He underlined that the Church Social Teachings, having been based on Jesus’ life, teachings & 

mission, give light to our own mission in the Church. They challenge us to respond concretely to the 

preferential option for the poor.         

 

He left us with a message from Mother Teresa, “Not all of us can do great things but we can do 

small things with great love”.  
 

 Gifts of appreciation and thanks were offered by the ACSI Executive Board to the three speakers at the end 

of their talks. 

 

 

The ACSI Hour 

 

This happened in the afternoon and  evening sessions of the second day. The powerpoint presentations on 

CMIS by Lily Fernandes and the ACIS logo/history by Anthony Fernandes were appreciated by the participants. It 

was an opening for many on the reality of the big family of Secular Institutes – in the world and in Asia. Mary 

Almonte also shared briefly how the secular institutes in the Philippines was formed into one association under the 

name Secular Institutes-Philippines with its acronym SI-P. 
 

The question on the formation of SIs-Indonesia as conference was opened by Lilly to the group. After a 

lengthy deliberation on the matter, the decision arrived at was: the Secular Institutes in Indonesia are not yet ready 
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to form a national conference. They would focus first on the internal growth and development of our respective 

Secular Institute. 
 

On the possibility of having the ACSI General Assembly in 2022 be held in Indonesia and be hosted by the 

SIS-Indonesia, the body asked to have more time for consideration; and once they have the decision, they would 

inform the ACSI Executive Board about it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “All’s well that ends well” 

 

During the final session on the third day, Lusiawati thanked each SI in Indonesia and members for their 

cooperative presence, the ACSI Executive Board and secretary for coming over to be with them, and the translators 

for facilitating understanding and communication between the ACSI guests, speakers and participants. She invited 

all to come for the 5
th
 annual meeting to be held in Bandung  and requested each one to encourage other secular 

institutes in Indonesia to join it. 
 

Gift-offerings followed. SIs-Indonesia offered the ACSI Executive Board/secretary a bag of Indonesian 

handicrafts - fans and purses made of batik. Lucia Kim offered each one a souvenir from South Korea, Lilly 

presented Lusiawati a gift from India. 
  
Highlights of the 4

th
 annual Meeting of Secular Institutes in Indonesia 

 friendliness, simplicity, openness, attentiveness and joy pervaded the meeting  

 intensity of listening and deep interest on the speakers’ exposition of their topics were consistently shown 

by the participants even when they lasted for  two consecutive hours, without a break 

 well- prepared talks were very relevant to the personal/ communal   growth and mission of the participants 

and their institutes    

 leisurely walks from the conference hall, dining hall and chapel were moments of getting to know more 

one another. And be recreated while passing by the beautiful plants and flowers, the small mango tree with 

purple fruits, and the three pelicans and five ducks at the pool. 

  
The picture on the left shows some members of Secular Institutes in Indonesia. The one 
on right shows the ACSI Executive Board members. l-r: Agustina Dwi Susanti, Lilly 
Fernandez, Kim Lucia and Antonio Fernandez. 
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 the daily liturgical celebrations- the Morning Praise followed by the Eucharist, well- prepared by the 

different members of each SI present, and presided over by the priest- guest speakers, were moments of 

communion and peace with oneself, with the Lord and everyone present. Those were intense moments 

when we, strengthened  by the Word of God and the Body/Blood of Christ, showed visibly the need to 

have companions in ones journey of faith as consecrated persons in Secular Institutes. 

                           prepared by Agustina Dwi Susanti & Mary Almonte 

                                

 The ACSI Executive Meeting in Yogyarkata 

                        The first meeting of the present ACSI 

Executive Board was held on October 21-22, 2019 at 

Syantikara, a retreat center of the Sisters of Charles 

Borromeo. It is located at Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 

Present were the president- Lilly Fernandez, 3 board 

members- Kim Lucia, Agustina Dwi Susanti and 

Antonio Fernandez, and the secretary, Mary 

Almonte.  Maria Concepcion “Connie” Gonzales, 

treasurer, could not come due to her brother’s 

serious health condition.  

                They met after participating in the 4th 

annual national meeting of Secular Institutes in 

Indonesia held on October 18-20 in Mutilan, a small 

city one hour ride from Yogyakarta. 

 
During the two-day meeting the following were considered: 

 the recently concluded 4
th

 annual meeting of Secular Institutes in Indonesia 

 the works done by the Council members & secretary after the 12
th

 ACSI General Assembly at Ho Chi Minh 

City 

 the secretary’s report on the Saigon Mission to retrieve ACSI documents left by Quyen and on the ACSI files 

of documents left under the present secretary’s custody 

 ACSI Statutes: reading and clarifications asked on Articles 5, 6, 9,11 and 12 

 Action Plan 2018-2022: Suggestions for implementation  

 Financial report 

 Next General Assembly-venue, date, theme, and other related matters 

 CMIS Congress and General Assembly 2020 in Avila, Spain  for details of this event, please refer to pp. 9-10. 

 
 

Note: There are numerous actions to be done that surfaced during the deliberation-discussion-reflection on the 

items cited above. A letter that contains these action-responses to be done between now and  ACSI GA 2022 will 

be sent by the ACSI EB early next year. 
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          l-r: tony fernandes, kim lucia, lilly fernandes, mary almonte, agustina swi susanti 

 

Breaking News… 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Congress and General Assembly: Avila, 
August 2020  18/19/20: Congress; 21/22: Assembly 

General Theme:   LET’S GO OUT, NOW IS OUR TIME 
 

The World Congress of Secular Institutes will take place in Avila, Spain from 18 to 20th of August, 

2020. Members of Secular Institutes worldwide have already enrolled their names through their 

respective responsible generals. 

The participants are expected to arrive on 17th August, latest by early morning hours of 18th. The 

inaugural session will be held in the Congress Hall at 9.00 a.m. There will be input sessions by experts 

including members of Secular Institutes, workshops, panel sharing, etc. 

The first day theme is: The Changing Era of Modern times.  Besides a common input session 

there will be people other than Secular Institute members who will share about the difficulties faced by 

 Robin D’Souza, SI of Christ the King-India,  

is the present director of Catholic TV Station  

CCRTV.   

For more  information, email him  at 
robindsouza53@gmail.com 

robin_goa@rediffmail.com 
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youth, violence in the world, digital world and its challenges, work, plight of migrants and inter-

culturality.  

The second day will be spent on the theme Discernment: It is God’s time. There will be inputs on 

Methods and Implantation of Discernment after which the participants will discuss certain questions 

given by the speakers on economy, politics, family etc. 

On the third day the participants will be helped to know about their specific responsibility to be 

prophets of the time. Speakers will be from members of Secular Institutes. This will include living our 

Evangelical Councils, listening to the promptings of the  Spirit, dialogue, compassion, mystic, holiness, 

etc. This will be followed by the testimonies of Prophecy given by some Presidents of National 

Conferences. The Congress will conclude with a thanksgiving mass at the Cathedral of Avila.  

The next two days are set aside for the General Assembly of CMIS (World Conference of Secular 

Institutes). The theme of the General Assembly is: In the Service of Authority in Secular Institutes: 

Charism, Mission and Discernment. All responsible Generals or Delegates appointed by them in their 

absence are members of the General Assembly. The Presidents of Continental and National Conferences 

of Secular Institutes also are  members of the General Assembly with no right to vote or to be voted. Plan 

of Action will be drawn for the next 4 years.  

Assembly Presidency will be elected at the beginning of the first day who will moderate the whole 

Assembly of two days. There will be reports on the works of the Executive Council for the last 4 years, 

financial report etc. On the third day a new Executive Council will be elected. 

                                                                       Information given by: Lilly Fernandes, Executive Council member of CMIS

 
 
  
 
 Inviting you all - SEND ECHOES  of EVENTS  of 

your SI to….                    almonte.mary@gmail.com 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

May your wishes for the New Year 

come true… 


