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  The United Conference of Secular Institutes  

January 17, 2022 

Dear Friends,  

As we enter this new year with hope and faith, we will soon celebrate the World Day for       

Consecrated Life. Designated by Saint John Paul in 1997 as a day of prayer for women and men 

in consecrated life, this day is attached to the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on February 

2nd celebrating Christ’s presentation in the temple and the purification of the Blessed Virgin per    
Jewish law. Transferred to the following Sunday so as to highlight the gift of consecrated life and 
lives to the universal church, we would certainly each want to spend time reflecting in gratitude 

on our own personal call by God to this vocation and in gratitude for the vocation itself to live in 
the world as vowed men and women bringing the light of Christ to others. 

And perhaps this year you might also choose a priest and a consecrated person 
of your acquaintance and pray for them for their fidelity and service to the 

Kingdom of God.  

Some recent news: Bishop Earl Boyea of Lansing, Michigan, was elected at 
the November USCCB meeting as the Chair for the Clergy, Consecrated 

Life, and Vocations Committee. We told him that we as a conference look 
forward to working with him.  

Also, we are now thinking of our February 24th meeting of the Principal Offi-
cers on Zoom. We ask you to prepare for this by discussing the Synodal 

questions with your members in preparation for our get-together:  

What is your relationship with your member Institutes, with the bishops 
of your country or your continent? What difficulties have you experienced? 

What expectations do you have? 

Is our specific vocation well understood in your (diocese) country or conti-

nent? What obstacles have you encountered? What wishes do you have? 

I and the other members of the Executive Committee look forward to seeing 

you on February 24th (2 PM ET/11 AM PT).  The link 
will be sent that week.  

In praise of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

Sue Larkin 

President, USCSI 
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Even though the National Catholic Youth Conference usually draws 25,000 attendees, those who 

worked the Consecrated Life in Secular Institutes booth didn’t notice any drop in the energy level. 

From Thursday, November 18 through Saturday, November 20, 2021, the Indiana Convention Center 

in downtown Indianapolis was hopping with faith filled, hat-loving Catholic teenagers from all over the 

country. They enjoyed talks, Mass, Eucharistic adoration, music, service projects, adventure games, 

and exhibitors from a variety of Catholic organizations.  
 

Our booth was staffed by Jessica Swedzinski (Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary), Kathy Tierney (DeSales 

Secular Institute), Mary-Cabrini Durkin and Rachel Griggs (both of the Company of St. Ursula). We 

engaged with youth, parents, DRE’s, priests, deacons, and even convention center housekeeping 

staff. The booth exploded with color from the cube towers (see photo), the map of secular institute 

member locations, and a variety of literature and promotional items.  
 

Chocolate candy was an effective lure to encourage conversation, although our 1-minute quiz about 

secular institutes also became a fun game, especially when it turned into a “girls against boys” match. 

As usual, the vast majority of people we spoke with had never heard of secular institutes but were 

open to hearing more about it. We were especially attentive to seminarians, clergy, and others in a 

teaching capacity and provided additional literature and resources.  
 

Across the aisle from us was Ave Maria radio, where Fr. Leo Patalinghug (Voluntas Dei) made an  

appearance during a break from his popular evangelizing/cooking demonstrations. From his Plating 

Grace booth he served up delicious food with humor, stories, and short sermons as side dishes. 
 

It is always a joy to visit NCYC. Our youth give us hope, especially when you see so many on fire for 

the Lord, our Lady, and especially the Eucharist. We look forward to joining them again in 2023. 

Would you like to join us?  

                    Kathleen Tierney, DeSales Secular Institute 

 

 

At the Catholic Scouting Booth, John Doerr asked if 

there are any secular institute members who have been im-

pacted in their vocational journey from involvement with 

the Boys or Girls Scouts of America? If so, kindly 

email JGDoerr@gmail.com 

Secular Institutes keep up with 11,000 youth at National Catholic Youth Conference 
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The Secular Institute of Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ received wonderful 

news in February of 2021 that Pope Francis had approved the miracle attributed to 

the Venerable Armida Barelli and the Congregation Committee responsible rati-

fied this in approving the beatification of our founder this coming April 30, 2022.  

 

Needless to say this was extraordinarily great news for 

our Missionaries, particularly those in Italy who had 

worked tirelessly in the cause of the beatification of this 

most beautiful person who had worked her whole life in 

the Feminine Youth Movement throughout Italy at the 

behest of the cardinals at the time. She, with Father 

Agostino Gemelli founded the Catholic University of the 

Sacred Heart in Milan. Finally, through great persistence 

and endless strategies and meetings over many years, 

they convinced the hierarchy (Pope Pius XII) to recognize 

this state of lay consecration in 1947. 

 

During this year we were also pleased to accept the application of three women 

who became candidates in our Institute in Fall, 

2021. We have been praying, of course, for vo-

cations to our Institute and it seems that the 

prayers have been heard in the lives of these 

women who have recently decided to continue 

the course of discernment to our Franciscan 

charism.  

 

Armida’s great love of the Sacred Heart surely 

caught the attention of his earthly father Saint 

Joseph who must have helped convince him of 

this daughter’s great gifts to the women of    

Italy of her time, to the struggles for a canoni-

cal state of lay consecration, and to the bring-

ing of the Kingdom of Christ into the world. 

-Sue Larkin 

Our Institute in the Year of St Joseph 
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Joy was over-flowing as the Company of St. Ursula welcomed one new member and cele-

brated four consecrations in Cincinnati, Ohio, on August 7, 2021.  

“I keep singing Alleluia,” says Marie Chantal Mukuluku, whose consecration for life had been 
delayed a year by covid-19. She led the congregation in a sung Magnificat in French, with every-

one joining in the refrain: “Alleluia!”   

Heather Wacome and Rachael Griggs made their first consecration, professing the Evangelical 

Counsels and committing themselves to God for two years as spouses of Christ and as secular 
Ursulines. They came from Richmond, Virginia, and from Dayton, Ohio, respectively. 

Also after a covid delay, Elena Taylor-Garcia happily renewed her consecration and expressed 

her “excitement to see what this year brings.” Temporary consecration is a stage on the way to 
life-consecration. She teaches immigrants and GED students at a community college in Omaha, 

Nebraska.  

The newest member, Elizabeth Simeon, received a medal of St. Angela as she began the two-

year period of initial formation. She works in elder health-care in Dallas, Texas.  

“Finally the time has come!” Réjeanne Leduc and the Council of the Company of Canada (to 
which the USA belongs) wrote in a message for the celebration. “The long time of waiting has 

ended! In the words of a hymn, God draws near, as the fruit of a great desire, as the seal of the covenant 
which he fulfills.” 

After covid delays, months of isolation, and two years of virtual conversations, the members 
were finally together in person for three days of prayer, reflection, planning, and fun. As Rachael 
put it, “We shared stories, laughed together, and enjoyed meals al fresco. Our deepening bonds 

will continue to sustain us through tough times. The gift of my sisters' friendship is a gift of 

God."                 

For the Company in the USA, this is a time of hope.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Mary-Cabrini Durkin prays over Elizabeth as she is received 

into the Company.  

Left: Rachael, Heather, and Marie 

Chantal   

Right: Elena reads a message from the 

leaders of the Company of Canada. 

Reception and Consecrations in the USA 
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The Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary in the USA, Mexico, and the Caribbean are joining together the new 

members at the secular institutes’ place of origin, which is Schoenstatt, Germany (located near 

Koblenz on the Rhine River). As the newest members were received on November 21, 2021, excerpts of 

the homily given by Fr. Bernd Biberger follows. 

 

 

"Let my life be one great Magnificat!" With these words of Father Kentenich, the young women have 

invited us to this reception ceremony. The Magnificat, the hymn of praise to the Blessed Mother, is 

one of the most important prayers in the liturgy of the Church. It is sung every evening in the Liturgy 

of the Hours as thanksgiving for God's work in us.  

 

Mary sings this praise in a very specific situation of her life. She had just arrived at her relative  

Elizabeth's house after a difficult journey through the mountains of Judea. Two women meet. Both are 

pregnant. One carries the Messiah beneath her heart, the other his forerunner, who is to prepare the 

people for his coming. Mary comes to her relative to assist her in her difficult pregnancy. What urges 

Mary is the concern for her older cousin. She sees Elizabeth's need, and this is reason enough for her to 

rush to her aid. Here two women meet, one of whom needs help and the other who brings help.  

 

At the same time, with his mother, the Messiah, whom Mary carries under her heart, enters the house 

of Zachariah. In Mary, the saving God comes to his people in need. The encounter of two people, 

which is under the sign of charity, becomes an encounter with God. In light of this encounter, even the 

child that Elizabeth carries beneath her heart leaps for joy. 

 

In this situation, Mary now intones the Magnificat. It is a praise in four ways: 

 

In the Magnificat, Mary praises the work of God in her own life. "He has looked upon the lowliness of 

his handmaid. … The Mighty One has done great things for me." (Lk 1:48, 49) In a marvelous way, the 

Word of God became man in her womb. The great infinite God looked upon this inconspicuous young 

woman and did great things for her. He has filled her with his grace. "You are full of grace" (Lk 1:28), 

the angel says to Mary at the Annunciation, announcing her pregnancy. Through the action of the Holy 

Spirit, God has made her fertile. He has chosen her to be the mother of his Son. By singing the  

Magnificat, the Mother of God bears witness to the miraculous work of God in her life. 

 

In the Magnificat, Mary also praises God's work in those who are in distress and in need of help: "He 

has lifted up the lowly. The hungry he has filled with good things." (Lk 1:52f) God turns toward the 

small, the weak, and the powerless. Through Mary, God brings help to Elizabeth in her distress. Again 

and again, through people who place themselves at his disposal, God helps those who need his support. 

Because Mary is completely open to God, she is also open to those who need help. Love for God  

enables us to love our fellow human beings. By singing the Magnificat, Our Lady bears witness to 

God's mercy for those in need of his mercy. 

 

In the Magnificat, Mary also praises God's action toward his people: "He has helped Israel his servant, 

remembering his mercy, according to his promise to our fathers, to Abraham and to his descendants 

forever.” (Lk 1:54f) The child Mary carries under her heart is the Savior sent by God. In this child, God 

fulfills his promises to his people. Israel has been waiting for this Savior for centuries. In this child, 

New Members in an International Group for the Schoenstatt Sisters 
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God liberates his people from the bondage of sin and death. By 

singing the Magnificat, Our Lady bears witness to God's faith-

fulness to his people. 

 

In the Magnificat, Mary finally praises God's work on behalf of 

the whole world: "His mercy is from age to age to those who 

fear him. He has shown might with his arm, dispersed the arro-

gant of mind and heart. He has thrown down the rulers from 

their thrones, but lifted up the lowly." (Lk 1,50-52) When Mary 

says that God has mercy to those who fear him, it does not 

mean that we need to be afraid of God. Rather, she says, using 

a biblical expression, that God has mercy on all who turn to 

him, who worship him as their God. The whole world, every 

human being, may experience God's help when he or she turn to God. Not only the people of Israel, 

but all humanity is to be redeemed through the child Mary carries beneath her heart. By singing the 

Magnificat, Our Lady confesses that God turns to the whole world.  

 

"Let my life be one great Magnificat!" This is the theme that the novices have chosen as a wish for 

their future life. They not only want to sing Our Lady's Magnificat, but they want to bear witness to 

Our Lady's Magnificat through their lives. Just as Mary's life is a testimony of how God works his 

miracles, their life should also be a testimony of God's saving action. That is, they want to reflect 

something of Mary through their lives. They want to point to the Blessed Mother through their lives. 

They want to form and educate themselves according to the example of the Blessed Mother. Whoever 

encounters the Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary should be able to encounter the Blessed Mother. 

 

The sisters want to be so deeply united with the Blessed Mother that Mary shines in them. But this 

relationship with Mary is not a competition with our relationship with Christ. No one is so deeply 

united with Christ as the Blessed Mother. Whoever is united with Mary is united with Christ. Just as 

the Blessed Mother is open to God and given to him, the Sisters of Mary also want to be open to God 

and given to him. Just as Mary carried Christ to Elizabeth, so the Sisters want to carry Christ to the 

people. Just as the life of the Blessed Mother is a great Magnificat, so in the future the life of the  

novices should also be a great Magnificat: 

 

a praise to the work of God in their lives, who has gifted them with his grace and who has invited 

them to place themselves entirely at his disposal as instruments;  

a praise to the work of God in the lives of the people whom the future members may helpfully  

assist and accompany;  

a praise to the work of God on behalf of his people, who has called each one of us to the freedom 

of God's children;  

a praise to the work of God in today's society, which he wants to help shape in a Christian way 

through our commitment.  

 

We, too, are invited to reflect on how God has acted in our lives, how we have experienced his help, 

when we have felt loved by him, in which situations we have felt his support. Like Our Lady, we 

should not keep these experiences to ourselves, but speak about them in order to make people aware 

of God's action, just as Our Lady exemplifies for us. If our life is one great Magnificat, then we be-

come witnesses of God's love for his people, a God who is not far from us, but who is close to  

everyone who turns to him. 
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From the time I was a child, I loved the Lord. I knew him, and found myself longing to know him more 
and more, in deeper and deeper ways. Along the way, I began to find my heart drawn to the depth 
and commitment that perhaps are best lived out in consecrated life. I searched for the place that he 
was calling me, but to seemingly no avail. Then a few years ago, when I quite honestly had laid the 
thought of consecrated life to rest, I received a phone call from a priest I knew. He told me about 
Kathy Tierney and the DSI, and encouraged me to call her. Kathy now smiles and refers to him as 
our “matchmaker.” From the moment she and I talked, I felt at home. And I began to pursue a rela-
tionship with our Institute. 

For me, this journey has been longer than for most who the Lord calls here. After nearly two years of 
formation, I took a break. And then a few months later, asked to re-
turn. I missed our community. Permission was sought and granted, 
and I started at the beginning again. Formation was… beautiful and 
painful, challenging and joyful. There were tears and misunder-
standings, deep sharings, and a lot of prayer along the way, and out 
of all of these things was born a deep and rich commitment, love 
and joy, found in the heart of our Beloved Jesus, and understood in 
the context of our Salesian life in the Institute community. 

Four of us - Kathy, Dot, Kelly, and my dear sister in formation (now 
also professed), Katherine Marsh, began meeting weekly via Zoom. 
When the covid-19 pandemic swept over the country, we wondered 
in prayer and aloud why the Father would call us to formation within 
the context of quarantines and communal fear and so much suffer-
ing. I’m still unsure of the why, but I know that the who that calls us 
(the Father) always has a purpose, always has our good at heart. I 
believe that against this backdrop, we forged a deeper sisterhood 
and community. 

Now two weeks later, I am still struggling to put into words the way my heart moved at Consecration. 
I awoke early and went into the chapel, and wrote out my vow beside the Tabernacle. Our retreat 
was held beside the ocean, and I walked after my Holy Hour with the sunrise showering the most 
beautiful reds and oranges over a calm sea, hand in hand with Jesus. As I knelt to profess my vow, 
and then signed that vow on the altar, my heart felt like it would burst of love and joy. What he called 
me to so very long ago had happened. He kept his promise, and received my offering of self. And 
then, as Kathy hung our community cross around my neck, I was united for always to each of       
you - those I’ve met, and those that I’ve yet to meet. We are truly Sisters. It was also very meaningful 
to know that each of you, in your own Mass of Consecration, heard and spoke the same words be-
fore the Father who loves us more than we can imagine. 

So...here I am. Every morning, when I awake, and I pray my morning prayers, I realize anew that “I 
am my Beloved’s and my Beloved is mine” (Songs 2:16). That same thought is mine each night as I 
drift off to sleep. The world looks different somehow, and I am overflowing with love and 
joy. Receiving his precious Body and Blood in the Eucharist, and sitting before his presence at      
Adoration, looking at him looking at me - it has a different quality now. I am keenly aware of Jesus’ 
love for my heart, exactly as it is. My spiritual director has reminded me often that Jesus loves me 
exactly as I am, and takes delight in me. His words echo St. Francis’ own, “Be patient with everyone, 
but above all with yourself. Do not be disheartened by your imperfections, but always rise up with 
fresh courage.” I am living a deeper understanding of that now. 

     Letter written by Heather Triggs, DeSales Institute    

 November 21, 2021     Live+Jesus      
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In closing, I want to offer some words of thanksgiving.   

 First, to the Father who called me to this community with all of you, and to deeper union with his 

Son, Jesus.   

 To those who formed me in our Institute along the way - Kathy Tierney, Dot Kelly, and Ottilie      
Kutenda, and Fr. Don Heet. I am so grateful for their hearts and prayers and shared vulnerability.   

 To Katherine Marsh, who professed with me. When we met, we had an immediate kinship, and it 

has only deepened over these two years together. What a joy it is to know her, and to have journeyed 
through formation with her. 

 To each of you reading this - my sisters - you have been faithful in your prayers for me, and now 

share in my joy. I am truly grateful for our sisterhood. 

 And finally, to two dear priests of Jesus Christ: Fr. Luke Ballman (currently at the USCCB), who     

introduced me to Kathy and to you all; and Fr. Michael Bremer (Archdiocese of Atlanta), who walks 
with me deeper and deeper into the Heart of the Father and into more intimacy with Jesus Christ. He 
is truly the director that St Francis encourages us to find, the “one out of ten thousand” (Introduction, 
section 1). I am so grateful to each of them for liv-
ing out their vocation with joy and fortitude, and 
for the way they have prayed for me to this mo-
ment. 
 

May our tender and loving Father continue to 
bless each of your hearts, as you grow deeper in 
union with the Beloved.        

Heather Triggs 

Atlanta, Georgia, USA 
 

St. Francis de Sales, pray for us! 
St. Jane de Chantal, pray for us! 

 

Rest in Peace  ++ 

Liliane Dozois began her heavenly life on December 7, 2021 after several years of fail-

ing health and the final blow of a broken hip. She was born on the feast of Our Lady of 

the Snows, a link that she treasured. In youth she had dedicated herself to God as an 

Ursuline of the Roman Union and teacher of mathematics. After parting from religious 

life, she began her own bookkeeping business in Massachusetts. Her love for Christ and 

St. Angela Merici centered her. Liliane was the first to join the Company of St Ursula in 

the USA after its founding in 2000 by Mary-Cabrini and Kathleen. She served her insti-

tute, USCSI, and friends with her financial skills; traveled twice to visit Ursulines in 

Australia; loved country music, sang in her parish choir; and noted her favorite destina-

tion was Desenzano, birthplace of St Angela. She was a woman of prayer, teaching oth-

ers the Divine Mercy devotion, remembered for her contagious smile and gaze full of 

compassion. 

 

Daniela Rensing was born on February 26, 1931, in Bocholt, Ger-

many. She joined the Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary in 1955. The fol-

lowing year she moved to the US to help build up the institute in 

Texas. She was employed as an x-ray technician, a medical diag-

nostic technician and a nuclear medicine technologist. In 1979 she 

gave up her profession to devote herself full time to formation in 

the Schoenstatt lay movement. The twinkle in her eye is legendary. 

Since 2017 she has resided in Waukesha, Wisconsin, where she entered eternity on November 27, 2021. 
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This form of consecrated life can help diocesan priests live more fully 

and faithfully  

“Why consider a secular institute?” by Fr. Scott Jones from The Priest © 

Our Sunday Visitor Publishing. 1-800-348-2440. www.osv.com Used by 

permission. No other use of this material is authorized. To subscribe visit 

osvnews.com. 

FATHER SCOTT JONES is a priest of the Archdiocese of St. Louis and a 

member of the Priests of the Heart of Jesus www.uspcj.org.  

As a young man, I entered a religious community of priests and brothers and was ordained to the priest-

hood in 2004. During the nearly 20 years that I was a religious, I was graced with many friendships and a 

preparation for pastoral ministry that I value to this day. As I approached midlife, however, I discerned 

that God was calling me to transition to the diocesan priesthood for several personal reasons. 

I received many confirmations that this was the right decision, but once I was incardinated into my arch-

diocese, I realized that I didn‘t know how to be a diocesan priest. I had received no formation for it, and 

my priestly identity was suspended in a kind of limbo. I trusted that things would resolve, but I had to 

place the specifics of how into God‘s hands. 

Only two things were certain. First, I knew that God had called me to the diocesan priesthood. Of that, I 

had no doubt. But I also felt that I was called to somehow continue my vowed consecrated life as a dioce-

san priest. As soon as I was incardinated into my archdiocese I privately renewed my vows, resolving to 

live the evangelical counsels in my new state of life. But something was still lacking. 

These types of conflicted feelings are understandable. At one time, diocesan priesthood and consecrated 

life were mutually exclusive vocations. Traditionally, religious priests professed vows of poverty, chastity 

and obedience and lived a common life together, whereas diocesan priests promised celibacy and obedi-

ence to their bishop and lived in a rectory, possibly with other priests. They were separate vocations, al-

beit with much in common. 

What I found in my own vocational journey was a challenge that many diocesan priests face: While reli-

gious priests by definition share a communal life and founding spirituality, diocesan priests are left to 

figure out on their own how to build priestly fraternity and develop a spirituality that is unique to their 

vocation. 

Intentional Community 

Due to the structure of diocesan life, this has always been a challenge, but in recent decades it has become 

even more so. Diocesan priests are now more likely to find themselves living alone in a rectory, and an 

ever-increasing workload limits opportunities to gather. The Church recognizes the importance of inten-

tional community and a strong spiritual life for diocesan priests, so much so that it is written into canon 

law. 

Canon 278.2 explicitly states: ―Secular clerics are to hold in esteem especially those associations which, 

having statutes recognized by competent authority, foster their holiness in the exercise of the ministry 

through a suitable and properly approved rule of life and through fraternal assistance which promote 

the unity of clerics among themselves and with their own bishop.‖ 

Various associations of secular priests offer such opportunities, including Jesu Caritas and other more 

informal groups. Less known is a unique form of consecrated life specifically suited for diocesan priests: 

Why consider a secular institute? 

http://www.uspcj.org
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secular institutes. The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines consecrated life as follows: ―The state of 

consecrated life is one way of experiencing a ‗more intimate‘ consecration, rooted in Baptism and dedi-

cated totally to God. In the consecrated life, Christ‘s faithful, moved by the Holy Spirit, propose to follow 

Christ more nearly, to give themselves to God who is loved above all‖ (No. 916). 

Evangelical Counsels 

Consecrated life always involves a canonical juridical bond, normally in the form of a vow, to live the 

evangelical counsels of poverty, celibate chastity and obedience. The Church has traditionally recognized 

four forms of consecrated life: religious institutes, consecrated virgins, widows and hermits. In 1947, 

Pope Pius XII added a fifth form, that of secular institutes (discussed in Canons 710-730 of the Code of 

Canon Law). These institutes of consecrated life permit celibate laymen, laywomen and diocesan priests 

to profess the evangelical counsels in vows that are recognized by the Church. 

Consecrated lay members live in their own homes and do not use religious titles or garb. They are free to 

work in secular professions. In the case of diocesan priests, they continue to live and work in their dio-

ceses and wear the clothing of the local presbyterate. (In fact, priests in secular institutes in no way dis-

tinguish themselves from their fellow diocesan priests and often refrain from revealing their membership 

except for recruitment purposes.) 

Regarding poverty, both the consecrated laity and diocesan priests continue to own their own property 

while committing to live simply. Obedience is vowed to the institute‘s basic rule of life, but this commit-

ment in no way conflicts with their primary obedience to their bishop (in fact, it strengthens it). The vow 

of chastity for both the priests and laity includes a lifelong commitment to celibacy for the sake of the 

kingdom of God. 

In short, members of secular institutes are fully consecrated in the state of consecrated life while living an 

entirely ―secular‖ life as laity or diocesan priests. The goal is to bring the leaven of the Gospel to those 

places in secular society that members of religious orders are normally unable to reach. 

 

Benefits 

One might ask, what is the benefit for a diocesan priest to enter a secular institute if he continues to live 

and function fully as a member of the local presbyterate? First and foremost, it is a supernatural voca-

tion from God — the priest simultaneously feels called to diocesan priesthood and consecrated life. 

In no way is it a quasi-religious order; the sole focus in a secular institute is to live the diocesan priest-

hood fully and faithfully. While the vows are the same as those taken by religious, it is not in imitation of 

them, for all members of the faithful, including diocesan priests, are called to live the evangelical coun-

sels. Secular institutes assist the diocesan priest in living them specifically as diocesan clergy. There are 

other aspects of secular institutes that are well-suited for the diocesan priesthood. Chief among them are 

these three: fraternity, spirituality and ministry. 

As I have found in my own transition from religious to diocesan life, fraternity is perhaps the greatest 

challenge diocesan priests currently face in healthily living their vocations. Diocesan priests frequently 

live alone and busy schedules prove to be obstacles to fraternity. Secular institutes can help in this area. 

While members do not live the common life of religious, there is still a strong emphasis on community 

outlined in the rule of life. Such is the case in my community, the Society of the Priests of the Heart of 

Jesus. 

...continued from Fr. Scott Jones, THE PRIEST  
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Spirituality is an important aspect of life in a secular institute. Each institute is required to have its con-

stitutions approved by Rome and must include a basic outline of a spiritual life (with plenty of room for 

flexibility). In the case of the Priests of the Heart of Jesus, in addition to the daily Mass and Divine Office 

expected of all priests, members commit to a daily hour of personal prayer, normally before the Blessed 

Sacrament. For me, this was a practice I began only after I entered the institute, and I wasn‘t sure I 

would be able to fulfill it in the course of a busy schedule. I will be eternally grateful for the challenge to 

be faithful to that hour of prayer; it has radically transformed how I live my priesthood. It has led me to 

encounter Jesus on a much deeper level than in my early years of priestly life. 

Finally, ministry is a major focus of clerical secular institutes. The ministry of each member is always his 

normal diocesan assignment received from his bishop. The institute has no say in the matter and would 

never try to interfere. What the institute offers the diocesan priest is a means by which he can renew his 

zeal for sacramental and pastoral ministry after the heart of Jesus. 

Priestly zeal is not unique to consecrated life; every priest in apostolic ministry has the same goal. Some 

diocesan priests reach it through increased study or programs of priestly renewal. Others attain it 

through ongoing formation courses offered by their diocese. Members of secular institutes get there by 

encouraging one another and 

reflecting on how to more ef-

fectively live out their pastoral 

care for the People of God. It 

is one more opportunity the 

Church provides to ensure 

that priests minister with holi-

ness and integrity. 

Challenges 

A challenge I faced when dis-

cerning to enter a secular in-

stitute is that of proximity. 

Most dioceses do not currently 

have local members living within their boundaries; such was the case in my archdiocese. The normal pat-

tern for establishing a local chapter of a secular institute is for one priest (or a small group of priests) 

within a diocese to contact the institute and request admission. Formation can be done long-distance, and 

the advent of Zoom and other means of communication have opened new opportunities for communal 

gatherings. (My community has monthly online meetings.) 

In the case of a member who is isolated in a geographic region, once he has completed formation he can 

invite other priests in his diocese to consider joining. This is the normal process of development for 

nearly every secular institute of priests or laity, and the structure exists within canon law for it to work 

well. 

Discernment 

Every diocesan priest must discern for himself what is the best means whereby he can maintain good fra-

ternal relations, a strong prayer life, fidelity to the evangelical counsels and a vibrant ministry. None of 

these are unique to secular institutes. What I discovered on my own journey was that the secular institute 

I entered provided me with a lens through which my vocation and identity as a diocesan priest were 

brought into focus. Clerical secular institutes go to the very heart of what it means to be a diocesan 

priest: to live the life of Jesus among his people, ministering to them and witnessing through the evangeli-

cal counsels that there is nothing to be preferred to the love of Christ.    

...continued from Fr. Scott Jones, THE PRIEST  
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Celebration Of 
The Second world day 

For Grand parents  
and the elderly 

july 24, 2022 

 

 
Saints Joachim and anne 

Grandparents of the lord 

 
This day was initiated by Pope Francis 

on January 31, 2021. 
 
Feast is to be celebrated   

    annually on the 4th Sunday of July. 
 
Pope’s message to grandparents and 

the elderly:  
  “The vocation of the 3rd age is to  

  guard the roots, transmit the faith 
  to young people, and take care of  
  The little ones.” 

 
Submitted by: Pearline Archer 
Madonna della Strada 

Regional Formator, Jamaica.  
 

She prays this prayer daily for  
healthy families and strong faith  
for our senior members. 

 
prayer  

of 
grandparents  

and the elderly 
 

I thank you Lord, for the comfort of 
your presence even in times  

of loneliness.  
You are my hope and my confidence.  

You have been my rock and  

my fortress since my youth!  
 

I thank you for having given me 
a family and for having blessed me 

with a long life. 

 
I thank you for moments of joy and         
difficulty, for the dreams that have     

already come true in my life, and for 
those that are still ahead of me. 

 
I thank you for this time of renewed  

fruitfulness to which you call me. 

Increase O Lord, my faith, make me a  
channel of your peace, teach me to         

embrace those who suffer more than 
me, to never stop dreaming and to tell 
of your wonders to new generations. 

 
 Protect Pope Francis and the Church 

that the light of the Gospel might 

reach the ends of the earth. Send your 
Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world, that 

the storm of the pandemic might be 
calmed, the poor consoled  

and wars ended. 

   
Sustain me in weakness and help me 
to live life to the full in each moment 

that you give me, in the certainty  
that you are with me every day  

even to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
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Natasha Sager was featured in The Catholic Spirit November 8, 2021, for National 

Vocations Awareness Week. She is invited by the Archdiocese of St Paul/Minneapolis Voca-

tions Office to speak about her vocation at the Miriam Discernment Dinner on February 1, 2022. We 
are grateful to share this link and the article: 
 

Choosing ability over disability helps secular institute entrant serve God by Barb Umberger  

Father Paul Baker said he sees Natasha Sager as one of God‘s spies–in a good way. ―She‘s able to … be 

more embedded in ordinary life in such a way that she can reach people in a different way‖ than by being 

a religious sister or nun, said Father Baker in a homily during a September 14, 2021, Mass at Epiphany 

in Coon Rapids, MN, that included Sagar's first dedication to the Caritas Christi secular institute. The 

dedication was equivalent to first profession in a religious order. 

Sager is not a religious sister, although some elements of her life are similar. Members of her secular in-

stitute, which is a form of consecrated life, live and work in society. They are also self-sufficient, different 

from religious sisters who live in community. But, like religious men and women, secular institute mem-

bers share commitments to prayer and the apostolate of their institute. 

Sager said members of her institute bring Jesus right into the heart of the secular world because they are 

meant to be ―the leaven in the dough,‖ impacting people as they encounter them in work and family envi-

ronments. ―One of the beautiful aspects of our vocation is its hiddenness,‖ she said. ―We blend in with 

society and bring Jesus to places where priests and religious can‘t.‖ 

Sager, 34, completed three years of initial formation before her recent profession. Four years of renewal 

will follow before her commitment becomes perpetual, she said. Father Baker, parochial vicar of     

Epiphany in Coon Rapids and Sager‘s spiritual director, said she also dispels any notion that someone 

with a physical disability is hindered in dedicating his or her life to God. 

He added that Sager, who uses a wheelchair because she 

cannot walk on her own, is approachable. She was born with 

a rare medical condition caused by a small cleft in her brain. 

Sager said two physicians thought she had an inoperable 

brain tumor, but a third correctly diagnosed her around age 

1 with a rare form of cerebral palsy. ―My parents were re-

lieved to find out it wasn‘t terminal,‖ she said. 

She said a lot of people want to pray for her. ―People always 

ask why I‘m in a chair, and I feel like God put me in a chair 

to be a witness in a different way, because I feel like the 

whole Bible verse about God uses the weak to shame the 

strong,‖ she said. Society looks at people with disabilities as 

burdens and   having no purpose, she said. ―It may not look 

exactly the same as an able-bodied person, but there is a 

purpose.‖   

Therese Druart, the national sponsor, or leader of Caritas 

Christi‘s national council in the U.S., attended the Mass. The 

secular institute has 793 members in 37 countries, with 29 in 

the U.S., half of whom are at least age 80. Sager is the only 

member in Minnesota. Born in Belgium, Druart, 75, joined Caritas Christi after moving to the U.S. in 

1978 to teach philosophy at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. 

Caritas Christi was founded in France in 1937 by Dominican Father Joseph-Marie Perrin, who was blind, 

and Juliette Molland, whom Druart said walked with a limp. Druart is not certain if their disabilities are 

National Vocations Awareness Week 

https://thecatholicspirit.com/news/local-news/choosing-ability-over-disability-helps-secular-institute-entrant-serve-god/
https://thecatholicspirit.com/author/barb-umberger/
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related to the institute‘s openness to members with physical limitations, but 

said that, from the very beginning, a disability was not a problem as long as 

members could sustain themselves financially. 

When Sager sought to join religious life, she feared her options would be 

limited if not impossible. She didn‘t believe a religious order that lived in 

community would consider her because of her disability, so she did a lot of 

searching on the internet for an option. She started discerning with a differ-

ent secular  institute but decided it wasn‘t the right fit. And when she saw 

Caritas Christi‘s materials stating that  having a physical disability does not 

necessarily preclude membership, she researched it further. 

“Our charism is to love God and to make him loved in all providential cir-

cumstances,‖ Druart said. ―And they vary a lot,‖ usually because of a mem-

ber‘s professional work. She mentioned ―a very good member‖ who worked as a hairdresser. 

―Apparently some women confide a lot to their hairdresser,‖ she said.  Caritas Christi‘s members aim to 

serve God and influence people they meet through their work and relationships, Druart said. ―Quite a 

few are in teaching,‖ she said, and not necessarily in Catholic schools. The institute has also had a social 

worker and a woman who worked for an airline, she said. One member was dependent on an iron lung, 

yet spent a couple hours a day doing computer-aided design. ―(St.) John Paul II spoke of … members of a 

secular institute being pioneers, because they go in every kind of milieu, even some where the Church 

usually is not very present,‖ she said. 

Sager lives with her family in Andover. One way she serves God and influences others is through her   

volunteer service in parishes. Being part of the institute has deepened her prayer life and helped her 

bring God into others‘ lives, she said. Sager rides with friends each Sunday to Mass at Epiphany, and she 

attends daily Mass at St. Paul in Ham Lake. She regularly volunteers at St. Paul, most recently             

facilitating Synod Small Group sessions. She enjoys time with children, and has served as a catechist‘s 

aide in the parish‘s religious education program and with the parish‘s vacation Bible school program. 

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, Sager helped lead a young adult group at Epiphany. Today, she and  

others from that group meet weekly for Bible study. 

Because Sager is experienced in social media, a friend recommended her to Father Kyle Kowalczyk for 

promoting ―Catholic Young Adults: The Musical‖ on social media. She has also designed vocational    

materials for Caritas Christi and has helped her community and the U.S. Conference of Secular Institutes 

with their social media. Last year, Sager helped with the conference‘s ―virtual booth‖ for a FOCUS Expo. 

Father Baker said Sager‘s service through Caritas Christi has provided her a greater opportunity to live 

out the ―fullest flowering‖ of the identity in Christ she received in her baptism. That‘s the case when    

anyone responds positively to God‘s call, he said, ―whether that be the universal call to holiness, or a call 

to following in a closer way as a member of a secular institute, religious community, consecrated life or 

clergy.‖ To learn more about Caritas Christi, visit ccinfo.org. 

 Vocation News from Madonna della Strada -Emailed from Pearline Archer in Jamaica    

In addition to Marlene and I for the Annual Conference by Zoom, we have three more very 

much wanting to participate. They are Shirley Thomas – 33 years in Vows, Dawn Latore – to 

make her first Vows in April 2022, and Esmena McFarlane – a new member, but one who very 

much wants to participate, to meet others, and get the feeling what Secular Institutes are all 

about. We are not sure if Odette Creary will be with us via Zoom because of studies and job 

issues. She made her second renewal in May 2021. All are excited and want to be involved with 

our Conference. ―Lord, send laborers into the fields!‖ 

http://ccinfo.org
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  USCSI Mission Statement: 

  · The USCSI shares in the mission of Jesus Christ in serving its member institutes by providing 

     education, resources, and support for member institutes.  

  · The USCSI is an organization of member institutes committed to making known, understood,  

   and appreciated the call to consecrated secularity in the Catholic Church.   

  · USCSI collaborates with other groups to present consecrated secularity as a viable option in  

   today’s Church. 

  

  Executive Committee of the United States Conference of Secular Institutes:  

  President:       Sue Larkin, NY    suelarkin2@gmail.com 

  Vice President:    Fr. George Hazler, MI    gfh141@gmail.com 

  Secretary/Editor: Jessica Swedzinski, WI   jessica@schsrsmary.org 

  Treasurer:        Deacon Paul Lang, NJ       deacon.plang@gmail.com 

  Councilor/Graphic Designer: Claudette Cyr, CT   cfcyr@yahoo.com 

   Past-President:    Marcia Vinje, MN           marcia.schoenstatt@yahoo.com 

    

  Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwrsN2t7T8xHfrdyGCHY59g  

  Websites: www.secularinstitutes.org & www.cmis-int.org/en/     

  Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/secular_institutes_usa/ 

  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/secularinstitutes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Making donations to USCSI: 

  We are most grateful for any amount. Please send your donations (checks made to “USCSI”)  

    to: Deacon Paul Lang, 26 Settler Court, Tinton Falls, NJ 07753 

 

  Kindly remember in your prayers the FOCUS 

    Seek 2022 digital meetings taking place Febr 4-6 

    weekend for college students in the USA – and 

    around the world.  

  

  Let‘s Make Plans for the World Day of Conse- 

   crated Life in your parish February 5-6, 2022.       

   Please share in your own genuine way about secu-   

   lar institutes with your local faith community!       

  They need the fresh breath of our lifestyles and     

  generosity.  

   

 Please share joys & blessings from your institute. 

   Contributions and photos for our Spring 

   Mountaineer can be emailed to jessica@ 

   @schsrsmary.org by March 3, 2022. 


