
From the President’s Desk 

Dear Friends, 

     The Advent journey from darkness to light, from Heaven to earth, is 

a time of deep reflection for us to be ever mindful that as God is    

coming to earth, we are climbing to heaven through an interior journey 

of prayer and reflection and an outward journey of the love of Christ in 

our neighbor.  

 

     In Psalm 121:1-2, we hear the prophet remind us ―O lift thine eyes 

to the mountain whence cometh help.‖ Heaven and earth meet at the 

top of the mountain. From Mount Sinai came the Ten Commandments; 

on Mount Tabor, Christ revealed his glory to several of his apostles. 

How do we ascend that mountain? Saint Pope Paul VI described our 

work as members of secular institutes in 1970 ―you are walking on an 

inclined plane…it is hard work to go up but a challenge. You are    

spiritual mountaineers with a stiff climb before you…your consecra-

tion is not only a commitment, it is also a help, a support; love it, it is a 

blessing and gives joy to your heart…it makes you able to  realize the 

paradox of charity: giving, giving to others means receiving, in Christ.‖ 

So, we persevere daily to reach the stable and adore him.  

 

     We have wonderful news this fall with the acceptance of our       

invitation by Bishop Mark Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop of the         

Archdiocese of Saint Louis, Missouri, to be our Episcopal Moderator. 

Father Scott Jones of the Society of the Priests of the Heart of Jesus 

reached out to Bishop Rivituso, whom he knew through the           

Archdiocese and holds in high regard. (Biography of Bishop Rivituso 

appears later in this newsletter.) 

 

     I wish to thank the principal officers for their assistance in gathering 

information, both on multicultural vocations and also on the topics of 

vocations, continuance, and governance in their institutes. I thank each 

responder and am grateful to you for your help. 

 

     Upcoming dates to put on your schedule: February 7th at 2 pm ET 

for our Zoom with the principal officers to report on the meeting in 

Rome with the Dicastery for Consecrated Life, the website, and other 

matters. Also note our annual conference will be September 15-17, 

2023, at Holy Family Passionist Center in West Hartford CT. We look 

forward to seeing you and working together for our conference. 
 

    May each of you enjoy the blessings and joy of Christmas as we 

celebrate the birth of the infant Savior who made Heaven and earth.  

 

Sue Larkin  

Inside this issue: 

From the Desk of the  

President 

1 

Consecrated Secularity &  

Sodality  

2-3 

Episcopal Moderator 4-5 

The Company of St. Paul   

Makes a Pilgrimage 

6 

NCYC at Long Beach CA 7-8 

A Christmas Wish Fulfilled 9 

Homographs 10 

USCSI data 12 

The Mountaineer   

December 2022 Volume 15, Issue 3 

 

 

United States Conference of Secular Institutes 



Consecrated Secularity and Synodality: An Invitation for Encounter 

  

 “Now that very day two of them were going to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, and 

they were conversing about all the things that had occurred.  And it happened that while they were  

conversing and debating, Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, but their eyes were prevented 

from recognizing him.” (Luke 24:13-16) 

 

In the homily for the opening Mass of the Synod, in 2021, the Holy Father speaks of what it means to enter 

into Synodality. ―Celebrating a Synod means walking on the same road, walking together.‖  In his homily 

Pope Francis challenges the faithful, ―Let us begin by asking ourselves… whether we, the Christian  

community, embody this “style of God,‖ who travels the paths of history and shares in the life of  

humanity.‖  

 

In Luke’s gospel, recounting Christ’s encounter with the Two Disciples on the Road to Emmaus, Jesus 

gives an example to Consecrated Seculars about how to enter more deeply into this Synodal Experience. In 

the story of this post-Resurrection meeting, Jesus highlights three dimensions of the Consecrated Secular 

Vocation which has relevance for embarking on this synodal process: ―encounter, incognito, and  

encouragement.‖  

 

First, Encounter. This gospel story begins with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus conversing about 

all they had experienced. In that moment, when they were ―looking downcast,‖ Jesus ―drew near and 

walked with them,” and began an encounter with them. By this action, Jesus models for us how to live  

consecrated secularity – to live in the world, and journey with the people of God: to embrace opportunities 

to ―draw near and walk with them,‖ especially in moments of difficulty and desolation. In his address to 

the consecrated seculars on the occasion of the annual meeting of the CMIS in August, 2022 , the Holy  

Father writes that, ―Secularity … is the heart of your vocation…Your peculiar mission leads you to be 

among the people, to know and understand what passes in the hearts of today’s men and women, to rejoice 

together and to suffer together, with the style of closeness, which is the style of God.” To live synodality as 

a Consecrated Secular, is an invitation for encounter: to draw near to the people of God, to meet and  

dialogue with them, and most especially, to join with them in moments of suffering and difficulty. ―You are 

called…to share the anxieties and expectations of humanity…in the streets where men walk, where fatigue 

and pain are stronger, where rights are disregarded, where war divides peoples, where dignity is denied…

It is there, …you are called to be, to testify to the goodness and tenderness of God with daily gestures of 

love.‖ Through these encounters, the consecrated secular can unite the wounds of the world with the 

Wounds of Christ, to help the people of God experience the Mercy of God. 

 

Second, Incognito. In the gospel account, it says that although Jesus drew near, ―their eyes were prevented 

from recognizing him.‖ Jesus was ―incognito,‖ hidden among them. In this moment, Jesus provides a model 

of how to live a Consecrated Secular life: to live and journey in the world, but to do so in a hidden, 

―incognito,‖ and invisible way. In his letter to the President of CMIS on the 75th anniversary of Provida 

Mater Ecclesia, the Holy Father offers encouragement for this ―hidden,‖ ―incognito‖ way of life, “Your 

distinctive trait, indicates a precise evangelical way of being present in the Church and in the world: as a 

seed, a leaven. Sometimes the word “anonymous” has been used to refer to the members of Secular  

Institutes. I prefer to say that you are hidden within the reality, just like the seed in the earth and the yeast 
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in the dough. And you cannot say that a seed or yeast is anonymous. The seed is the premise of life, the yeast 

is the essential ingredient for bread to be fragrant.” Consecrated Secularity, by the virtue of its ―hiddenness,‖ 

allows us to penetrate into the existential peripheries of society, and to bring to those places, the ―sweet fra-

grance‖ of Christ.  By embracing fully, the hidden, ―incognito‖ dimension of consecrated secular life, we 

―deepen the meaning and the way of [our] presence in the world…and participate in the transfiguration of 

reality.‖  In a speech to the consecrated seculars, the Holy Father reaffirms this hidden vocation, ―Yours is a 

frontier vocation, sometimes kept in the discretion of the reserve…Yours is the service of a seed, the service of 

yeast, a hidden service, [which], by dying inside, …changes [the world] from within and bears good fruits.‖  

 

Finally, Encouragement. After Jesus revealed himself in the ―breaking of the bread,‖ the disciples recounted 

the moment of their encounter, ―were not our hearts burning within us while he spoke to us on the way…‖ 

(Lk 24:32)  In their recollection, the disciples revealed the ―fruit‖ of their encounter with Jesus – through their 

dialogue with him, they were transformed from ―downcast,‖ to uplifted. When Jesus ―drew near‖ to them in 

their moment of desolation, they left the encounter feeling encouraged and hopeful. The experience of the two 

disciples on the road to Emmaus mirrors the experience of Elizabeth after she was visited by the Virgin Mary 

(Lk 1:44). After the Annunciation, when Mary goes ―in haste‖ to visit her cousin, Elizabeth expresses the 

―fruits‖ of that Hidden Visitation, ―at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in 

my womb leaped with joy.‖ (Luke 1:44) When Mary brought Christ to Elizabeth, the encounter left Elizabeth 

joyful and transformed. Although Elizabeth knew whom she was encountering, ―how does this happen to me, 

that the mother of my Lord should come to me,” (Lk 1:43), the Consecrated Secular brings Christ into the  

existential peripheries of the world, in a hidden, ―invisible‖ way, with the hope of igniting in the other, the 

same spark of joy Elizabeth experienced. Through the Consecrated Secular, Christ touches the people of God 

through a gaze, a word, a listening ear, a smile, – through the ―Sacrament of the Present Moment, ―just by 

―drawing near.” In one of his first audiences with Consecrated Seculars at the beginning of his Pontificate, 

Pope Francis prepares us for the invitation to synodality which is foundational to the consecrated secular way 

of life, ―You are a leaven that can produce good bread for many, the Bread for which there is so much  

hunger: listening to people’s needs, aspirations, disappointments, hopes. Like those who have preceded you 

in your vocation, you can restore hope to young people, help the elderly, open roads to the future, spread love 

in every place and in every situation.” 

 

To draw near (encounter); to embrace hiddenness (incognito); and 

to restore hope (encourage); – these three pillars of the Consecrated 

Secular vocation become our roadmap for synodality, and our blue-

print to transform the world from within.  

-Prachi Shah, MD 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This was one of the crèches, located inside the columns of 
the Vatican, for the 100th Anniversary Display which  

began on December 14, 2022. This one shows Pope Francis 
praying before the Holy Family in a room in the Vatican. 
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There is a Change in the Episcopal Moderator for our US Conference of Secular Institutes 

USCSI thanks Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted and Welcomes Bishop Mark S. Rivituso 

 As the recent feast of Thanksgiving gave our nation an annual reminder of our need for gratitude 

to God for all his goodness and mercy towards us, gratitude and new life were flowing together for the 

USCSI. With the retirement of Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted, now Bishop Emeritus of Phoenix, this created 

a need for a new Episcopal Moderator for the United States Conference of Secular Institutes to be repre-

sented at the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  

 Since this regards service as an Episcopal moderator (not an Episcopal liaison), the appointment 

does not come from the USCCB President, newly elected The Most Reverend Timothy P. Broglio, J.C.D. 
Arch-bishop for the Military Services, but from the organization itself. After discussion and input from the 

principal officers, Sue Larkin asked Bishop Mark S. Rivituso from the Archdiocese of St Louis, and he re-

sponded with an  immediate willingness to service. 

  

We are grateful for the years of support and prayer  

we received from Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted,  

especially for his addressing our Annual Meeting  

in White Post, Virginia. This was in Fall 2012.  

 

   Here he is pictured with Fr Enrique Sera, principal 

officer of the Institute of the Heart of Jesus,  

 

   May Bishop Olmsted be rewarded and given some time  

for leisure and prayer in his retirement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

This following biography of Bishop Mark S. 

Rivituso from 2017 gives a glimpse into his 

life and work. We are also grateful to Lisa 

Johnston for her picture with the article 

found at StLouisReview.com 

 
Bishop-elect Mark S. Rivituso was born in St. Louis on Sept. 20, 1961, the sixth of eight children to Au-

gust (Gus) and Rosemary Rivituso. He was baptized in 1961 at St. Wenceslaus Parish in south St. Louis, 

and attended St. Wenceslaus School, which later became Notre Dame Elementary School. 

 His father worked three jobs — as a barber, providing a television service at the former Missouri 

Pacific Hospital and as a bottler for Anheuser-Busch Brewery — to support the family, who lived in a two-

family flat in south St. Louis. 
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His grandmother, Rose Darpel, lived on the second floor of their home. The Rivitusos generally attended a 

late-morning Sunday Mass, but he tagged along with his grandmother to an earlier Mass. "I didn't want her 

going alone," he said. "We had a very close relationship." She was the influence behind his devotion to the 

Rosary and the Immaculate Heart of Mary and Sacred Heart of Jesus. He also filled in as a server at those 

Masses. "That's where I started hearing the call from Jesus to become a priest," he said. 

 As a student at St. Mary's High School, Bishop-elect Rivituso prayed daily before the Blessed Sacra-

ment in the school chapel, which solidified his call to the priesthood. He knew he wanted to become a dioce-

san priest, so he could serve in St. Louis. His parents, who were supportive of his vocation, taught him about 

the value of family and being generous of heart, even when they didn't have much growing up. The family 

went to Holy Hours and Perpetual Help devotions, and toured churches on Holy Thursdays to visit the 

Blessed Sacrament. 

 Bishop-elect Rivituso attended Cardinal Glennon College and Kenrick Seminary. He also earned a 

master's degree and a licentiate in canon and civil law from St. Paul University in Ottawa, Canada. He was 

ordained a priest for the archdiocese at the St. Louis Cathedral (now Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis) by 

Archbishop John L. May in 1988. Pope Benedict XVI named him a monsignor in 2005. He has served as as-

sociate pastor of St. Ambrose in south St. Louis (1988-90), part-time associate pastor of Immaculate Concep-

tion in Dardenne Prairie and on the faculty of St. Dominic High School (1990-93), part-time associate pastor 

of St. Margaret of Scotland in south St. Louis and staff member of the archdiocesan Metropolitan Tribunal 

(1993-94). 

 After returning from studies in Canada in the mid-1990s, he was appointed to the Metropolitan Tribu-

nal staff (1993-94, 1996-2004) and named part-time associate pastor at St. Jerome in Bissell Hills (1996-

2004). He also had assignments as acting associate master of ceremonies to the archbishop (1997-2008), in 

residence at St. Mary Magdalen in south St. Louis (1997-2004) and St. Gabriel the Archangel in south St. 

Louis (2004-08), adjunct judicial vicar of the Tribunal of Second Instance of the Province of St. Louis (2004-

05), judicial vicar of the Tribunal of Second Instance (2005-11) and pastor of Cure of Ars (2008-13). 

 Since 2011, Bishop-elect Rivituso has served as vicar general for the Archdiocese of St. Louis, a role 

in which he aids the archbishop in the administration of the archdiocese. Since 2013, he has lived in residence 

at Annunciation Parish in Webster Groves. Previously, he served as a canon lawyer in the archdiocesan       

Metropolitan Tribunal and was pastor of Cure of Ars Parish in Shrewsbury. He also has served as a confessor 

for the Little Sisters of the Poor for three years, and was a chaplain for the Veterans Administration in St. 

Louis for seven years. 

 

We at USCSI issue a Warm Welcome to Bishop Rivituso, assure him of our prayers, and look forward to 

working together in the coming years. 
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Come Join Us, the Company of St. Ursula, on our Pilgrimage to the Source 

A pilgrimage took five members of the Company of St. Ursula to northern Italy in July of 2022. We traced the 

footsteps of St. Angela Merici from her birthplace in Desenzano to Salo’, where she lived as a teenager, to 

Brescia, where she founded the Company in 1535. We visited the farm where she grew up and the bedroom 

where she died. We prayed in the churches where she had prayed.  

 “Walking those streets erased the centuries,” said Rachael,  

 “and made her life more real,” added Heather.  

 These treasured places fostered our understanding of her spiritual legacy to us. Close to nature on the 
farm, she grew contemplative, as Elena pointed out, and the many needs of  

Brescia’s urban environment called her to action as a spiritual Madre: listening, guiding, empowering women’s 

agency, above all loving.  

 Marie Chantal summed it up: “I understand my own vocation better.” Being in Angela’s world deep-

ened our sense of call to be a Gospel presence in our own. Experiencing it together strengthened our sisterly 

companionship.  

 We kept in touch with our sister Elizabeth, who had not been able to travel, and with our sisters in 

our Quebec Province. Our USA Group is part of the Company of St. Ursula of Canada.  

 Our ultimate destination was the Sanctuary of St. Angela in Brescia, where our foundress’s mortal re-

mains are revered. There Elena renewed her temporary consecration and the rest renewed our commitment.  

All these blessings came home with us. Singly, but united, our vocation will now have a deeper dimension. 

Watch our story unfold on the same path St. Angela took on her journey to the Lord:   

www.youtube.com/watch?v=NtXcwT3QQMA. “I praise the Lord for this pilgrimage!” Marie Chantal rejoiced.  

Finding our place with St. Ursula and her Companions (Alessandro Bonvincino “Moretto”  

in St. Clement Church, Brescia) 

 

 

 

 

With St.  

Angela 

Merici at 

our  

consecra-

tion    

renewal  

ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoying good Italian 

food and wine at our 

Dinner in Desenzano 
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This was a powerful outreach to high school students and their chaperones and parents, with a check in of 90 

priests and 10 bishops (appearing throughout the three days for various hours). Walking on Water with  

Jesus was the highlighted theme, with the Pacific Ocean always in view or in symbol.  

   Being the first NCYC on the West Coast after 40 years, the event had to partner with a learning curve. 

While 12,000 were expected, a smaller 2,600 was the high attendance day tally. The USCCB annual Fall Ple-

nary Session on the East Coast put most Bishops in Baltimore for the weekend. Colder local temps were 

cushioned by rainless sunny skies. Many mountainous dioceses and Honolulu didn’t find room in backpacks 

for the iconic ―Wear and Trade a Hat‖ that is standard in Indianapolis. (This Midwest city hosted all the odd-

year NCYCs between 2011 to 2021 and are already prepping to host in 2023.) So the white feather hales 

―hats‖ with battery led lights from the home town area of Los Angeles dominated the ballroom gatherings for 

the morning and evening General Sessions, and daily Mass at 5:30 pm.  

   The five daily breakout sessions were often presented by the youths themselves and repeated on different 

days. Examples are: A Catholic Conversation on Gender Identity and Sexuality: How to Accompany Youth 

Being Faithful when Friends Are Not    

It’s Your Church! Make Something Happen 

Youth and Social Justice: Take Leadership to Next Level 

Keys to Successful Ministry with Hispanic Youth 

Church, Are You Listening? The Pathway to Synodality 

Self-Care: The Way of Compassion 

Sharing Your Faith in a World of Doubt 

Women Leadership in the Church: We Need You 

   With the smaller number came the luxury of minimal 

hassles or ques in food lines and a truly enjoyable La Playa 

Exhibition Hall of performances, apostolic outreach, 

games, and booths with information on vocation, colleges, social issues, clubs, or religious shopping for the 

upcoming Christmas Feast. 

   Our USCSI booth was on the last aisle between the huge interactive areas sponsored by the Salesians and 

the Felicians. Par for the course, you have to reach out to each delegate and engage a conversation so our 

staff rose to the occasion and did spread the word about Secular Institute Vocations. We really weren’t met 

with any awareness coming into our booth space, but most adults left with gratitude for being informed. Stu-

dents were told and responded respectfully and gratefully for learning about SIs in three minutes or less.  

   One gal started with her question: What is a vocation? Likewise, seminarians and priests – being very hon-

est – said they didn’t know much or could hardly remember learning about SIs. Jesus and Mary took care of 

an uplifting booth milieu with the hard working staff of Ada, Fr Kolbe Missionaries of the Immaculata in 

West Covina and Jillian, also Fr Kolbe Missionaries, who also was working another booth for the newly 

formed Los Angeles Intercongregational Vocation Ministry; there were the innovative services of Joan 

Patten, Apostolic Oblates, working for the Diocese of Orange Vocation Staff and Leela Sebastian, another 

member of the Apostolic Oblates from Fullerton; Father Enrique Sera, Institute of the Heart of Jesus, who 

anchored Friday’s 10:00 am to 5:00 pm exhibit hall hours; Nhu Marianna Nguyen, Family of the Visitation 

of Mary, came mid-Saturday; and Jessica Swedzinski, Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary, flew in from Milwaukee 

for overall coordinating with the sponsoring NFCYM. (National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry is a 

membership organization dedicated to advancing the field of pastoral ministry to young people, which in turn      

created NCYC—National Catholic Youth Conference.) 

   The confessional area was strategically laid out and many students spent the time reflecting, praying, and  

confessing before ending in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel where the holy water was contained in a coral reef  

NCYC: November 10-12, 2022 in Long Beach, CA 
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  pond. Relics were also presented, as well as seven prayer cards to offer  

     homage to Jesus in his Eucharistic Presence among us. The final closing 

    Mass on Saturday evening is a highpoint of sending out back to the  

         hometown parishes and schools for our youth. 

 

   The Long Beach Convention Staff truly interacted and obviously enjoyed and cherished working with 

courteous young people from around the country. Let us pray for the seeds of faith that were planted through 

the invitation and witness of our representatives from secular institutes around the United States. –Ed. 
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NCYC Continued…. 



 

 

I was just sitting down to work on the layout for this year’s Winter Mountaineer, when I received this email 
from our Vocation Chair, Kathy Tierney. We both long had the wish to encourage and support “local voca-
tion fairs” in the heart of the dioceses where we work. But as with many good intentions, the results were 
scattered and few… So with an expectation fulfilled, we share this email praying that it will inspire each of 
us to promote such a discernment evening in our local environment. -Editor 

 Page 9 A Christmas Wish Fulfilled! 

As you know, each November, we     
celebrate National Vocations Awareness 
Week. One evening, I was delighted to be one 
of three consecrated women (two religious   
sisters and me) who attended a women’s     
discernment evening. We shared a meal, gave 
our testimonies, and answered questions about 
each of our communities and how to listen to 
God’s call more clearly.   

The week closed out with high energy, 
as for the first time in nearly fifteen years, the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta held a Vocation Fair. Ex-
citement and joy seemed high as young (and 
not so young) men and women milled about 
the crowded parish hall of our Cathedral. About 
21 communities were represented, and people 
lingered to talk with members and gather infor-
mation. The DeSales Secular Institute and the 
USCSI were well represented.   

I answered many questions and handed 
out information. So many who stopped by had 
not heard of our beautiful form of consecrated 
life, and it was a delight to share it. Around 
noon, we all stopped to pray the Angelus, and 
then seven of us answered questions on a Vo-
cations Panel. Questions covered a variety of 
topics:  who founded each of our communities/
institutes and why, what was a typical day, 
what did we do before we made vows, how did 
we hear God’s call, and many more. On a per-
sonal note, after discerning 
for quite a while, longing for     
community and consecration, 
and finding my home a few 
years ago in the DSI, it was a   
particularly beautiful day. 

Let’s all continue to 
pray for an increase in voca-
tions to the Consecrated Life! 
-Heather Triggs 

 

 

“He asks for 
your own 

heart. Give 
it such as it 

is ...”   

-St Francis 
de Sales 



Dear Readers, 

With this time of Christmas cards and letters, with touching base with friends and   

acquaintances, with the increase of international zoom meetings and the like, this shows  

how crazy our English language can be and why people may have a hard time learning it! 

 

Homographs are words of like spelling but with more than one meaning.  

A homograph that is pronounced differently is a heteronym.      

You think English is easy?? Was a retired English teacher a bit bored? Read on …    
      

1) The bandage was wound around the wound.   

 

2) The farm was used to produce produce. 

 

3) The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse. 

    

4) We must polish the Polish furniture. 

 

5) He could lead if he would get the lead out. 

 

6) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert. 

 

7) No time like the present, so it was time to present the present. 

 

8) A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum. 

 

9) When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes. 

 

10) I did not object to the object.    

   

11) The insurance was invalid for the invalid. 

 

12) There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row. 

 

13) They were too close to the door to close it. 

 

14) The buck does funny things when the does are present.    

   

15) A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line. 

 

16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow. 

 

17) The wind was too strong to 

wind the sail. 

 

18) Upon seeing the tear in the 

painting I shed a tear. 
 

19) I had to subject the subject to a 

series of tests. 

 

20) How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend?    
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Let's face it - English is a crazy language. There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in ham-

burger; neither apple nor pine in pineapple. English muffins weren't invented in England or French fries 

in France. Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, which aren't sweet, are meat. We take English for 

granted. But if we explore its paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square 

and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig. 

 

And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham? If the 

plural of tooth is teeth, why isn't the plural of booth, beeth? One goose, 2 geese. So one moose, 2 

meese?  Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends but not one amend?  If you have a bunch of 

odds and ends and get rid of all but one of them, what do you call it? 

 

If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught?  If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitar-

ian eat?  Sometimes I think all the English speakers should be committed to an asylum for the verbally  

insane. In what language do people recite at a play and play at a recital?  Ship by truck and send cargo by 

ship?  Have noses that run and feet that smell? 

How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise guy are opposites? 

You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn up as it burns down, 

in which you fill in a form by filling it out and in which, an alarm goes off by going on. 

 

English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the  

human race, which, of course, is not a race at all. That is why, when the stars are out, 

they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are invisible. 
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 USCSI Mission Statement: 
 · The USCSI shares in the mission of Jesus Christ in serving its member institutes by providing  

  education, resources, and support for member institutes.  

 · The USCSI is an organization of member institutes committed to making known, understood,  

  and appreciated the call to consecrated secularity in the Catholic Church.   

 · USCSI collaborates with other groups to present consecrated secularity as a viable option in  

  today’s Church. 

  

 Executive Committee of the United States Conference of Secular Institutes:  

 President:          Sue Larkin, NY   suelarkin2@gmail.com 

 Vice President:         Fr John O’Neill, NY  oneillj@felician.edu 

 Secretary/Editor:      Jessica Swedzinski, WI    jessica@schsrsmary.org 

 Treasurer:           Deacon Paul Lang, GA      deacon.plang@gmail.com 

 Councilor:          Fr. George Hazler, MI    gfh141@gmail.com 

 Graphic Designer:    Claudette Cyr, CT    cfcyr@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwrsN2t7T8xHfrdyGCHY59g  

 Websites: www.secularinstitutes.org & www.cmis-int.org/en/    

 Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/secular_institutes_usa/ 

 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/secularinstitutes 

  

 Share joys & blessings from your institute. Contributions and photos for our  

 Spring Mountaineer can be emailed to jessica@schsrsmary.org by February 10, 2023. 

  

 Making donations to USCSI: 

 We are most grateful for any amount. Please send donations (checks made to “USCSI”)  to: 

 Deacon Paul Lang, 100 Pin Oak Court, Kingsland GA 31548-3389  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Good News: In attending the RCRI conference (treasurers & leadership) in Dallas, Texas, I had an 

 opportunity to follow up about the Secular Institutes page that was missing from the Official 

 Catholic Directory for a few years now. We had a talk by Madeline Olber, the young woman who 

 works with all tax issues with the USCCB. During the Q&A session I mentioned this index page that 
 disappeared, and she said that shouldn't have happened. She told me to send her an email and she  

 would fix it with the publisher.  -Catherine Ditto, Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary 
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Don’t miss this interview! 

https://thecatholicspirit.com/faith/focus-on-faith/practicing-catholic/secular-institutes-

an-option-for-serving-in-consecrated-life/ 
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